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Dear Parents and Guardians,

As you may have heard, our school district has partnered with the FBI to launch the Think Before You Post 
campaign. Our goal is to raise awareness of the issues associated with social media and to educate 
students and parents about the consequences of inappropriate online behavior. As part of this campaign, I 
will be reaching out to you over the next few months, asking you to talk to your child(ren) about some 
different issues.

This month, Gwinnett County Public Schools' "Think Before You Post" campaign is focusing on online 
safety and privacy. Let's face it... It's a crazy world out there-- literally and virtually! From the time, children 
are born, parents teach them how to be safe. "Don't talk to strangers." "Look both ways before crossing the 
street." However, sometimes, we don't share those same types of safety lessons when it comes to online 
activities. It is critical for kids to understand the importance of being safe and smart online and how their 
activities online can have an impact on their lives. Below are a few tips from GCPS and Common Sense 
Media to get you started.

Talk about media and tech… Conversations about online safety can include everything from stranger 
danger to creating strong passwords and should be empowering rather than scary.

Have conversations about the consequences of misbehavior online… It is not OK or funny to make 
threats or to bully others online. In fact, it can be a crime. Often, children will say something online that 
they never intend or even have the means to do; however, those words can get them in trouble with the 
law and with their school. Also, discuss appropriate responses to social media rumors and threats… don’t 
share it, report it!

Play, watch, learn together… Play video games, watch movies, and download apps with your children 
kids. Staying engaged and showing interest breeds comfort and camaraderie.

Teach new skills… Kids with tech-savvy parents have some advantages when getting up to speed on 
digital life. But even if you aren’t a technology wizard, you still have some lessons to share. Parents can 
show children -- especially young ones -- how to use a mouse, do a Google search, charge a device, and 
so on. 

Follow their interests… You know what your child is into -- whether it's dinosaurs, Minecraft, or the latest 
boy band. Find cool dinosaur apps, sign your kid up for a Minecraft coding camp, or take a digital 
music-making class together.

Do your research… Parents who seek out high-quality content by checking reviews, surveying friends, 
and exploring content themselves expose their children to better stuff.

Thank you for working with us to ensure our students are smart and safe when it comes to their online 

behavior. Share the message... #ThinkBeforeYouPost!
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http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/parents/thinkbeforeyoupost
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You want to raise a literate child. That much you know. But how? That’s the million-dollar 
question. You could probably spend a million on how-to books for you, readers for your child, 
flash cards and other accessories, and specialized computer programs promoting every 
possible avenue to full literacy.The facts are simple. Many children learn as the result of 
activities they encounter at home and/or school.
Speaking
As a basic foundation for learning to read and write in elementary school, children need strong 
speaking.
When you and other adults around your children encourage them to speak appropriately, ask 
questions appropriately and use dramatic play. Speaking clearly AND effectively increases their 
vocabulary, allows them to hear and practice building conversation, and gives them more 
knowledge to understand spoken and written language. Do not allow the use of vague terms 
from your child (or yourself!), such as, “stuff” and “thing”. If your child uses low vocabulary 
terms such as “big”, ask him/her what other word could you substitute? Encourage your child to 
speak to others well, when appropriate. Children should be ordering their own drinks and meals 
at all restaurants.
Listening
As a basic foundation for reading and writing in elementary school, children need strong 
listening skills.
Listening carefully and responding appropriately is a key factor in literacy success. If you find 
yourself repeating two-step directions, STOP! You could be enabling your child to be an 
ineffective listener. When you ask your child to accomplish a task, make sure they are giving 
you their attention. Praise careful listening skills by stating, “You listened carefully! Good job!”.
By kindergarten children should be able to follow two-step simple directions without needing 
you to repeat: Go to the kitchen and bring me a spoon. By first grade, children should be able 
to follow three step simple directions without a repeat. By second grade, children MUST be 
able to follow oral AND simple written directions. By third grade and beyond, children MUST be 
able to follow oral and written complex directions (without asking why or arguing!).
 
Speaking and listening skills begin at home with high expectations, careful monitoring, and 
praise!
 Adapted from Mascle, Deanna. Lessons in literacy: how to raise a reader. International Adoption Articles. February 19, 2019 from 
http://www.adoptionarticlesdirectory.com/ArticlesUser//articles119_view.php?editid1=Lessons%20in%20literacy%3A%20How%20to%20raise%20a%20reader

How to Raise a Literate Child



Art in the News
Harmony Elementary will exhibit a collection of works by students at the annual Tapestry Art Exhibit. 
Opening night for the Mill Creek cluster will be Monday March 11 from 6:00-7:00 and the show will 
continue through Friday March 15. This annual event showcases all GCPS schools with art work 
displayed at the GCPS Instructional Support Center in Suwanee. Students included in this event will be 
listed in next month’s newsletter.
 Thanks to all the parents and students, teachers, and administrators, for support of this fabulous event.
 
Students are working on the following in the art classroom:
 
K – study printmaking (we’re printmaking with balloons!) author/artist Eric Carle
1st – study of texture and paint
2nd – Study of texture and printmaking
3rd – 3D paper sculpture
4th – point of view, perspective
5th – study of American artist Grant Wood and his painting American Gothic
 
Creatively Yours in Art Education,
Maryann Craig
maryann_craig@gwinnett.k12.ga.us. 

Dear Parents,
 Harmony’s young scientists and engineers are hard at work. 
 Our 2nd graders will be finishing up space and learning about life cycles.  Your 2nd grade 
student will be studying and making models of life cycles of animals.
Harmony 3rd graders are learning about regions of Georgia and their habitats.  We are learning 
about the animals and plants in Georgia.
 Harmony‘s 4th graders will be learning about light.  They will learn about the nature of light.  
They will also learn how light interacts with objects. 
 The 5th graders are finishing up Earth science and investigating electricity. We will be learning 
about circuits, insulators and conductors.
 Students are encouraged to see themselves as scientists as we explore our amazing world.     
                                                                                                                                            
Scientifically yours,
                                                                                                        Mary McElroy
                                                                                                        HES Science Specialist

Science



Music class in March
Kindergarten and First grade: 
SAVE THE DATE! 
Kindergarten & 1st grade performance is on Thursday, March 14th at 6PM. 
We are preparing for our performance and learning how to be an awesome performer! We 
are singing, moving, creating, and following the conductor. 
See you on Thursday, March 14th at 6PM. 
More information will be sent out to you. So stay tuned!

Second and Third grade is continuing to learn more about rhythms and learning how to 
improvise on their instruments. We are learning solfege of Do, Mi, So and the differences 
between step, skip, and same on the barred instruments.

Fourth and Fifth grade is continuing to learn how to read music. We will soon start 
recorders! Ms. Lee will have a recorder order form available and more information will be 
sent out. Stay tuned!

PE has kicked off our KIDS HEART CHALLENGE here at Harmony! It’s your 
child’s chance to be a Heart Hero by learning about heart health, spreading 
the word and raising funds to save other children. Have your child go to 
heart.org/kidsheartchallenge so they can take one of the three challenges 
and email family and friends to ask for donations. Your child will earn a 
glow-in-the-dark wristband for just registering online. When they get 
donations, they will receive Echo, Finn and a clasp. Thank you for supporting 
the physical and emotional well-being of our students and the American Heart 
Association. 

FIELD DAY T-SHIRT time is here!!! Field Day T-shirt order forms will go 
home March 8. Show your class spirit by purchasing a Field Day T-shirt! All 
order forms are due March 22. Don’t miss out!!! 

Stay Fit and Active, C.Ayers-HES PE
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Discuss personal vs. private info.
Talk about the difference between what's OK to share online 
(favorite color) and what's not (home address).
Use privacy settings.
Together, go through the settings on all new apps to make 
sure you both know what information your kids are sharing. 
Especially in the beginning, it's better to share very little.
Avoid location tracking.
Location-aware apps can be super helpful. But apps that use 
a device's location to help people find your kid or offer them 
ads for nearby businesses should be used with caution. Turn 
them off if you can.
Power up passwords.
Work together with kids to help them come up with complex 
passwords. Think outside the dictionary. Use phrases and 
special characters that make passwords hard to guess but 
easy to remember. Remind kids to keep passwords private 
and change them regularly.
Skip quizzes.
Help kids identify and avoid clickbait, quizzes, special offers, 
and anything that asks for personal or private information. 
This helps keep information secure and devices safe.
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Allergies are among us!  With the pollen counts rising so are 
the coughs and sniffles of allergies.  It may be time to start 
your preventive allergy meds if you take them.  If your 
student needs an inhaler at school please be sure to bring it 
to the clinic.  You will need to complete an allergy form.  
Students are not allowed to carry inhalers on their person 
without written permission from their doctor. Please let me 
know if you have any questions about this policy. 

Counselor Coffee Talk

Next Topic: Discipline
     

● Meet other parents.
● Share your ideas.
● Discover school initiatives.
● Add to your parenting “toolbox.”

 

Tuesday, April 16 - We will meet in the Harmony Media Center at 9:00
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We are thrilled to welcome our second book fair of the year in March!  Our theme 
is “Reading is Dino-Mite!”  Be sure to check your students’ schedules and flyers 
to find out when they will shop this month.  

In Kindergarten specials, we have been making video notes to learn how to talk 
about topics we researched with expression and interest.  Some of our 
Kindergarten students are video news reporters in the making!  

Be sure to ask your student what they are reading this month.  Thanks for all you 
do to support the media program.  
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Media Center

Math


